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ANNEXURE –IV

THE FIELD VISIT CUM MEETING 

TO DISCUSS

THE STRATEGY TO BE ADOPTED TO PREVENT AND CONTAIN THE INSECT GALL PROBLEM IN EUCALYPTUS, CAUSED BY LEPTOCYBE INVASA FISHER & LA SALLE

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. A study has to be undertaken immediately on Bioecology of the gall insect pest Leptocybe invasa  including the predisposing factors. Information from other countries where this pest was noticed earlier should be collected in addition to  generation of first hand data. Phenology of the host and host specificity of the pest have to be studied parallelly to understand host-pest interactions.

2. The Eucalyptus germplasm in the country has to be screened immediately for potential candidates expressing tolerance to the pest, for further testing and deployment in breeding programmes as well as clonal forestry. The anatomical/ biochemical characteristics responsible for the observed tolerance as well as susceptibility be studied. 

3. Clones developed by the state Forest Departments, Forest Development Corporations, Wood based industries and research organizations should be screened for tolerance and such screened in material should be publicised.

4. Biological control measures have to be evolved urgently with a special emphasis on Classical Biological Control methods as deploying chemical control measures are found to be not only ineffective and expensive. Efficacy and cost effective ness of use of colour insect traps, kairomones etc., also be studied.

5. So as to prevent the spread of the pest hitherto unaffected areas and plantation sites, infested stock should not be moved from the present location. The infested nursery stock should not be considered for planting in the ensuing planting season as it becomes a source of infestation where the pest is not reported at present. Therefore the participants after carefully considering the possibility of the pest becoming  an epidemic, recommended destruction of the infested stock. 

6. Concerned agencies in Government of India be advised on the need to adopt stricter quarantine measures while exporting and importing eucalypts germplasm.

7. Eucalyptus growers, foresters, researchers and industries should be alerted in print and electronic media and a control room be set up at the Institute to monitor the pest. The Institute may also consider setting up a GIS cell to track the movement of the pest and to study the factors aiding its survival and spread. 

8. The impact of the pest on the productivity of eucalyptus plantations and further impact on the pulp and paper production should be studied. 

9. Since the clone ITC-10 is reported to be highly susceptible to the gall pest in Andhra Pradesh while the same is reported to be less affected in Tamilnadu, the correct identity of the clones called as ITC-10 in these States has to be resolved by IFGTB.
10. A coordinated programme for management of the pest, evaluation of the control strategies, development of resistant clones and breeding of resistant varieties should be formulated urgently. The IFGTB which has done the initial work on this matter may consider developing an all India co-ordinted project and identify a number of research projects, encompassing all the above aspects, which can be handled by experts from Research Institutes of ICFRE, ICAR, SFD, Wood Based industries and Agricultural Universities.
